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possessed, a definite system of education which can be intro-
duced by ministerial decree throughout the country. It is, on
the contrary, a constant experiment, a direction, a tendency; a
reform which is never finished; a perpetual example of the
most daring educational principles in the face of the demand for
practical utility, and, on the contrary, of the practical utility of
every day in face of the highest principles. Some of the ideas
defended by the directors of the Institution have been gradually
extending through Spain, and may come in the end to be
universally admitted. The ideas will triumph, but the Institution
will not triumph with them. The social mission of the "Institu-
tionists", like that of the Society of Friends, is always to be in a
minority; but a minority which thinks of the future.